THE WHITE MILITARY RECORDS 



In late 1990, Ricky White and The JPK Assassination 
Information Center continued their investigation of Roscoe White's 
role in the murder of John F. Kennedy. They reviewed material 
consisting of documents found in a footlocker. Shortly after 
Ricky's maternal grandfather died in 1982, Ricky found the 
footlocker in his grandfather's garage in Paris, Texas. In an 
interview with Gary Cartwright that appeared in the December, 1990 
" Texas Monthly , " Ricky claimed he found the following items in the 
footlocker : 

1- His father's journal 

2- Roscoe White's service record 

3- An unmarked safe-deposit-box key 

4- What appeared to be a receipt for $100,000 in 
negotiable bonds. 

For this discussion I will limit my comments to the 
service record. Ricky and The JFK Center would often quote from the 
service or military record. The record would usually support the 
belief that White had a role in the assassination. However, they 
refused to allow outsiders to see this important element in the 
case . 



In late 1990 I obtained a copy of the White records. I 
was assured the records were identical with the documents in the 
possession of Ricky and The JFK Assassination Information Center. 

Although I had copies I did not consider them "official." 
I decided to file for the records under the Freedom of Information 
Act. On February 27, 1991 I called the National Personal Records 
Center in St. Louis, Missouri. I spoke with an individual manning 
the information desk. As part of our discussion I asked if it was 
routine for a soldier to get his own records. After all, Roscoe had 
obtained his and placed them in the footlocker. The information 
officer indicated it was not unusual but the serviceman would have 
to apply for the documents. There would be a record of the request 
on file. 



On February 28, 1991 I sent a letter to the Records 
Center requesting the military and medical records on Roscoe White. 
I also asked for the names of all individuals who had applied for 
the White records. I felt it significant to find when Roscoe White 
applied. 



Opening my mail on October 25, 1991 there was good news 
and bad. The Department of the Navy did send about 130 pages that 
comprised "all releasable information contained in the Official 
Military Personnel Record (OMPF) and medical record of Mr. White." 




Unfortunately, the letter went on to declare, "There were 
two disclosures of the military records on Mr. White. The date of 
the first request is unknown. The date of the second request was 
August 7, 1990.” The day after the press conference! The letter 
stated the Department of the Navy would not reveal who the previous 
applicants were. I concluded the August 7th request had come from 
The JFK Assassination Information Center. The first request (date 
unknown) probably came from Roscoe White. 

I couldn't believe The JFK Center would request the 
materials after the press conference. Weren't we told White's 
background had been thoroughly checked? Although my new copy of the 
records showed no such entry. The JFK Center's press kit maintained 
White and Oswald served together in Japan. I decided to appeal the 
ruling to the Judge Advocate General of the Navy Department in 
Washington, D.C. 

I sent my letter on November 11, 1991 and received a 
response on December 23, 1991. The reply consisted of a cover 
letter with photocopies of the two previous requests for the 
records. The National Records Center was able to find the first 
request (date unknown). 

Here are the results. You can draw your own conclusions. 

After my request (February 28, 1991) the next 
request, dated August 7, 1990 resulted in the 
documents being sent on November 20, 1990 to: 

Mr. James H. Lesar 

Attorney at Law 

The first request resulted in the military, 
personnel and medical records being shipped 
December 2, 1988 to: 

Ricky White 



Dave Perry 
December 31, 1991 




